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RICE MILLET - AN INTERESTING GRASS byaBie Perry 
Of the numerous species of grass in Australia, many are introductions, One such 
prass is Rice Millet (Oryzopsis miliacea from oryza-rice, opsis-resemblance; _ 
miliacea -like millet). This species, actcordine to Ewart.in his book "Flora of 
Victoria", 1930, was naturalised in this state in 1908. This widely distributed 
grass is recordéd from all Australian states, and has been introduced into New 
Zealand, also North America through California by way of ballast, and in that | 
country is known as Smilo-crass. It is indigenous to the Mediterranean rerion, 
Madeira and ee penn both off the coast of North Africa. Over the years 


Rice wallet is a ee lived at grass with short rhizomes and tell, 1 bamboo - 
like culms, sometimes over a metre high and as thick as a pencil. Specimens 

in my herbarium from well grow plants have leaves up to 44 cm long and 15 mm’... 
wide, which taper into long slender points. When growing in hard, dry sround,.. 
the plants are less robust but stand. up to prolonged hot weather well, The 
panicles may reach 30 cm in length with numerous spreading, slender branchlets . 
which, with the weight of numerous florets, often droop gracefully. Spikelets 
have but one flower (bisexual). The lemma, about 2 mm long, is notched at the tip 
with an awn from 2 to 4 mm long, One needs a hand lens when examining florets, 


The book "Ornamental Grasses" by Roger Grounds, published in England in 1979, 
comments on the garden merit of this grass "... srown for its airy gracefulness 
when in flower. It is tall enough to be grown in the middle of a mixed border,’ 
but not really imposing enough to be. grown as an isolated specimen." 

My observations of this species, now growing on old and deserted house blocks in 
Eaglehawk, suggests it was grown for ornamental purposes. It is a very coarse ' 
prass that probably has little merit for grazing. One could be excused. for. _ . 
thinkine Rice Millet was a dwarf bamboo. 


It was over twenty years ago when I first noticed this species growing along 
Caldwells Road, Eaglehawk, at the foot of Snobs Hill. Some plants were in a 
sarden, others alonr the edge of the footpath and road, where this species may 

be collected today, I have on occasions seen this grass frowing along fence lines. 
One may now collect specimens along the State School fence, Brazier Street, 
Eaglchawk, the fence of Truscott-Reserve,. California Gully and on a vacant block 
of land opposite the Rose of Australia Hotel, Long Gully, The largest clump of 
this grass. I have’ seen frows one and a half metres tall along a side fence of 

the car. ‘park of the Bridge Street Clinic, Bendigo. I have collected this epeotes 
in flower during December and January, 


For the most part in our district, Rice Millet might well be classed as a 
garden escape, 


a a a a? % 
Do you sincerely want to identify grasses? Then consider buying: - 
GRASSES OF NEW SOUTH WALES b Wheeler, Jacobs and Norton published in 1982 ie 


the University of New England 318 pp. 
Cost - approximately $24.00 each (cost depends on the number Sorderad)) 


Several members of the Botany Group intend to order copies of. this book which has 
been written for botany students. and agriculturalists. It contains a pictorial 
Key to grass genera, two conventional generic keys and a description of each of 
the 150 genera of grass in N,.S.W. A key to the species and their distribution is 
also given. Explanations of how to examine grasses, their anatomy, classification, 
and other useful comments for students are also given. 


If you wish to buy a copy please contact Bill Holsworth (43 4063) or Eric 
Whiting (43 5965) by the September 10 General Meeting. 


ee 
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EXCURSION TO SOUTH LOCKWOOD, AUGUST 1947 


See Editor's Note,page 10. H 
| F.N.c.3. August 1947. 


Vuting to South Lockwood, August 23rd. Leader Mr. Ebdon. 


Three cars conveyed the party to the area, and although 
the visit was about a fortnight too early to se+ this very 
interesting locality at its best, all agreed that a good after 
=noon, had been spent. Many observations were made, this area 
being rich in flora. A feature was a fine display of golden 
teh ST wattle, (Acacia pyenantha). Uther acacias were also in bloom, 
Many fine bushes of Grevillia alpina were displayed on the hill, 
with others scattered over the whole area. The wax flower, 

(Eriostemen obovalis), presented a great show, also, being in all 
Btages of bud and flower. About a dozen plants of the shrub 
violet, (Hybanthus florabunis), were located, all in full bloom, 
ieeyaral plants of of Hovea, (Heterophylla), were observed, also 
much Drosera Whittikeri and Drosera Planchonii. Uther plants 
noted were the heaths - peach, ruddy, daphne, and urn, also 
Pimelia, and seferal vines of purple sarsparilla, (Hardenbergia 
see monophylla) , ani climbing fringe-lillies, (Thysanotis Patterssoni } 
Large areas of guinea fiowers, (Hibbertia), promise a grand 
| a : sight for later, but had just begun flowering. Purjple hairy 
{ mint-bush, (Prostanthera. hirtula,was breakins into bloon, 
Much mistletoe, (Loranthus.miguelli) was on the larger tres. 
A couple of Corea were listed, also Exocarpus cuppressiformus, 
and one orchid, Diuris maculata.A visit to a previously noted 


} 
i" geebung, (Persoonia rigidea), was made, also to a larger bush 
carrying many berries. Ferns, (Cheilanthus tenuifolie), were 
= 
pty 


pointed out by Mr. Robbins. 


F.N.C.B. August 1947. 


South Lockwood. (cont. ) 


Generally this area is nne.injwhich the changing seasons 

present new interests. The early visit was not favorable for 

bird observations, and not a greit variety were seen, none 

being classified. 

Mention , however, must be mde of a visit to,the nest of a 

yellow robin, previously located by Mr. Cohen, a week earlier. 
tel ae The nest contained two eggs, and the party observed the bird 

return and settle onto the nest. One egy had hatched when the 

writer revisited.- the nest a week later. 

Investigation of IO fellow fence posts revealled 5 which had 


been used as nests by white-Tfaces. 


we eae meee aN see wer ete ae ode Pers 5) ane 
FASCINATING FUNGI 
by Dale Little. 


Late in May, Peter and I travelled to Mount Alexander to search for fungi. The 
pine plantation close to the Koala Sanctuary had previously been a successful 
hunting ground. This time we found over one dozen species growing amongst the 
pine-needle litter, upon tree trunks and on fallen logs. 


Most numerous were the spectacular Fly Agarics, Amanita muscaria. 

There were also large numbers of a Bolete (possibly phacouyeopenus portentosus ) 
with their slimy chocolate coloured caps, and yellow sponge like spore tunnels 
beneath, Treacle coloured groups of. Gymnopilus pampeanus almost covered the — 
stumps they were growing on or around. Most of these appeared to have been partly 
eaten by insects. Numerous "toadstools" clustered together on the ground and 

on tree trunks. Their delicate forms and cream or white colouring contrasted 

with the grass and bark. We saw two examples of bracket fungi, The common. 
orange-red cinnabar Trametes cinnabarinus on dead logs, and the delicate Panellus 
stipticus. Contrasting in size, but equally vividly coloured, were the Golden 
cI Tremella mesenterica and a tiny simple branched Calocera sp. 

A. colony of miniature white spine's was found growing on a decaying trunk. 

They were almost floral-like in appearance. There was also a large capped mushroom 
on a slender woody stalk, possibly a parasol mushroom, Macrolepiota pracilenta, 


Back in Bendigo, a stroll around the garden and at. work revealed further varieties 


including the Shaggy Ink Cap Coprinus coma tus, Ghost Pung. Pleurotus nidiformis, 
and Fairy-ring Mushrooms Marasmius oreades. 


The identification of species seen is tentative, and has been based on information 
from "Common Fungi of South-Eastern Australia" (Gould: League of Victoria poster ) 
and "A Field Guide to Australian Fungi" by Bruce Fuhrer (1985). 

Any clarification or assistance to identify species would be appreciated. 


RXXKKKK KKH HS 


JACKY WINTER Microeca leucophaea 


Bendigo Bird Observers Group Bird of the Night Discussion 2.5. 1986 

Other Common Names - Brown Flycatcher, Peter-Peter. 

APPEARANCE: Jacky Winter is a plain coloured bird 12.5 to 14.5 cm long and 
male and female are similar in appearance, The general colour is grey, with 
brownish patches above, and is whitish underneath. The tail is darker grey 
and has conspicuous white edges, seen when the bird is in flight. The bird has 
a noticeable white eye-brow. Baby birds. in the.nest develop 4 contrasting 
plumage of light grey and dark srey to black in stripes and blotches, which 
blends in with the well camouflaged nest, 


CALLS: The bird has a wide variety of whistles and calls, which it frequently 
fives in concert fashion from a hirh perch, preferably at the end of a tall 
spur on a dead tree; Intermittent calls are often fiven from lower perches on 
branches, stumps or fence posts as the bird watches for insects on the fround. 
It also sings in flireht. Calls are made throughout the year, but are more 
animated during Snoring and Summer, 


HABITAT: The birds are found throughout the Bendigo region, especially where 
the forest and woodland areas..are adjacent to open farmland areas. They are 
fairly common, and remain throughout the year. 


FOOD: Their food consists of a wide range of insects, including crickets, 
erass-hoppers, moths, butterflies, gnats, beetles, ants, bees, flies, caterpillars, 
and termites. Besides feeding on insects found on the fround, they often hover 

in the air, to take flying insects, or take insects in the foliage of trees. 


6. 
JACKY WINTER - Microeca leucophaea continued. 


HABITS: They are usually found singly, in pairs, or.in-small family groups. 
Often they. are seen on exposed perches, dead ‘branches; - ‘posts or stumps, watching 
for insects, on the sround, or flying in the air. They dart quickly to seize 

the prey. when insect movement is seen, and may return to the same perch or 
another nearby. One characteristic which serves to distinguish the bird from 

the others of a similar size and colour is its habit of swinging its tail from 
side to side immediately on landing, and from time to time while perched. 

They -ar confiding birds and are not wary of the human presence unless 

approached too closely.” 


BREEDING: © This “usually occurs Heian agai and January, rarely earlier or 
later, and two broods may be raised in suitable seasons. The small nest is pis 
usually moulded into a horizontal fork of a dead branch of a tree in an’ ' 
exposed situation, but being so well camouflarzed and of such smail size, it 
is very difficult to see. It is built of fine grass, fine twigs bound with 
cobwebs, Lined with a little fur or feathers, and decorated with lichen or 

. strins.of bark. By the time the young are ready to leave, the nest appears to 
be sasfing and the worse for wear, but somehow, it appears to last long enourh 
till the young: fledge. The time taken to build the nest is about 8 days, and - 
for incubation and fledging, about 14 days éach. Both male and fénialé take 
part’ in the nest building, © incubation,- brooding and feeding the young. a 
Fach: adult: EEE mate whichis’ sitting on the nest while incubating or. 
brooding. 


‘DISTRIBUTION:'- Tae Winter s’ Cee ‘thiotichout! most of mainland Australia, except 
for Cape York, the South-west corner of, Western: Australia, and a large area =.) - 
- from. the. coast. to. the. Northern Territory through the middle of Western: ‘Australia, 


GENERAL: Nests are found from. about one’ metre‘above ground, to heights of about: 
15 metres, The Jacky Winter 4:8 host ‘to Pallid: Cuckoo; end Sass BLOnZE! 
Cuckoo inthis aFea. . , 

One observation indicated that. a ineis: Winter had inge ingen mimicking the 
call of an Eastern Rosella, 

Another observer surgested that’ the’ Jacky Winter seems to avoid areas 
populated by predators such as Grey Currawong and: Kookaburra. 

Although the birds are sedentary, they apparently prefer woodland areas for 
nesting, and open areas for feedinr,, On one rare cccasion where the birds 
chose to build a nest on a sréen horizontal branch, it was later observed 
that the eres were lost due to wind action. It is suggested that this could 
well be the reason for Osiereeuet dead branches, as.the swaying action would 


be ie ee compiled by Bill Flentje. 
reais Se fF As OX * HEX H® . 
JUNTOR FIELD NATURALISTS EXCURSION REPORT by Rachael Fenselau 


On 29th ‘June 1986 the Junior Field Naturalists proup of Bendigo, consisting of 
about 22 young people gathered at the Special Services Complex. We were led by 
Mr John Lindner who took us out to Mr Oxley's property in Raywood. The Oxley 
family have been farming in this district for many fenerations. Mr Oxley spoke 
to us about the benefits of tree planting. Some aspects mentioned were: 

trees reduce salinity, trees provide habitat. for fauna, trees Give shelter to 
livestock, and trees increase rainfall, 

Mr Oxley had deep ripped the soil beside his crop, where we were to plant 

trees and after a few instructions on the planting process by Mr Lindner, we 
were off like the fast forward button on a tape:recorder. We had 100 indigenous 
trees including yellow box, erey box and pull-oak planted in a flash. © 

No sooner than the top soil was covered over than the next hole was being dug 
and the Junior Field Nats showed what they were made of, After all the trees. 
were planted and watered wé began to collect the tools and were about to leave ‘when 
Mr . Lindner brought gut a wooden sign he'd made ‘to. be put on Mr Oxley! s dand SO. 
that the. world could see our hand work, . 
To Mr Lindner and our parents we owe thanks, but no more tan the tharkks due 

to the kids and their willing enthusiasm and co-operation, 


Us 
by Dodda Laural 


A series of Reminiscences from twenty five years of Field Natting around Bendigo, 
Incidents I have experienced, stories I have heard, and, or, read. oe 

Some interesting, some humorous, and a few even pertinent, and all with a 
Naturalist flavour. 


"PASS IT ON" 


Hob-nailed Boots and -the' Mountain Stream 


Several years aro a party of senior members of our club spent a weekend in the 
Grampians in March, On the Sunday morning, a beautiful day, we decided to walk 
from Halls.Gap camping ground, up the creek to Wonderland, walk throuch Wonderland, 


and back down the face of The Pinnacle to Halls Gap. 


This was the occasion of my first sighting of Fairies Aprons - Utricularia 
dichotoma - one of the Bladder Warts. This plant, with the beautiful little 
purple flowers, (easy to imagine them to be fairies aprons), frequents moist 
situations such as moss covered banks along streams, and around water soaks, etc.. 
They are carnivorous plants that trap minute water creatures by a hollow bladder 
on hirhly modified, immersed leaves. When a tiny creature comes in contact with . 
sensitive hairs on the mouth of the bladder, a flap-like valve collapses 
inwards, and the victim is carried into the bladder, with the resultant rush 

of water. The valve then swings back and closes the opening until digestion 

takes place, ' - 


As we made our way rather tortuously along the creek, climbing all the time, . 

we realised that recent rains in the mountains had swelled the flow-of water, 
This fact ensured that we made many scary scrambles round frequent deep rock- 
holes along the creek, sometimes on this side of the water, sometimes on the 
other, which meant many crossings on slippery wet rocks or stepping stones. 
Venus' Bath-was deserted, prohably because the water was too cold. 

During our scrambles there ensued a discussion on which kind of footwear was 

the best for such conditions. Some said rubber soles, while one member was 
strongly in favour of hob-nail boots. He was wearing a pair. He claimed that they 
did not slip on wet rock as rubber was inclined to do. As we continued on our way 
we eventually came to a place where the creek skirts the base of the Elephant ~~ 
Hide, where numerous notices warned of the danger of climbing on the rippled 
surface of the Hide. We were making our way cautiously along the base of the hide, 
when suddenly, without warning, one of our members was sitting up to his neck 

in an icy mountain stream, frantically feeling for his camera at the bottom 

of the water hole, afte ; 

"Yes, that's right, it was the man who was wearing the Hob-nail boots." 


"Whipstick Jack" and the Lost Bicycle. Verse by "Jack Carr" 


This story was told to me in verse by the Taxi Driver concerned, who also wrote 
the verse, At the time of writing there were evidentally still some Eucalyptus 
Leaf being hand-cut for some of the Stills in the Whipstick, 
Now it so happened that one of these handcutters was known as "Whipstick Jack". 
He would cut: a, batch of leaf, collect his cheque, then head for a spree in 
Eaglehawk on his bicycle. To quote a few lines of the poem - 
Out here in the Whipstick, is where I sweat and toil 

Slashing down the Mallee for the Eucalyptus Oil. 

There is no air pollution, de-hydration is the worst 

So I go to Eaglehawk each Thursday, 

Just to quench my built up thirst. 


He would start his pub crawl at one of the numerous pubs in Faglehawk and continue 
on his way having a couple of glasses at each pub, After the second or third 

stop he would not be in a fit condition to ride his bike. Over .05 as it were, 

So he would leave his bike and continue for the rest of the day on foot. As the 
afternoon wore on our friend would realise that his money was running out, so he 
would ring up a taxi. It was then that the Taxi Driver would have to Fo the rounds 
of the pubs, as by this time, Whipstick Jack's memory was a bit hazy. He had 
forgotten at which pub he had left his bike. And he must have his bike next 
Thursday to come back into Faglehawk, as it says in the lines of the verse. 


8. ’ 
"PASS IT ON" continued reasons tee seine wath mee 


The Call of the Serub_ Robin 


We had spent: the morning.in the: vyehitella area, and during our wanderings one 

of the party flushed a Serub Robin from its well concealed nest on the fround.. 

During lunch stop we were seated round in a clearing in the bush, and our 

conversation turned to Scrub Robins, I remarked that T had never--heard:or-seen-~ ~ 

one. After lunch one of our members, a well known bird call expert, got out 

his recorder and soon we were treated to-the jaunty, rollicking.call of the © 

Scrub Robin. Almost immediately, right into the clearing, a few yards from us, 

eae hopping, and challenging the tape, with his rollicking reply, came a 
male Serub Robin. I have now heard and seen this rare bird. : 


We find’ erence perfoliata in Bendigo + ; enn 


Farly in my career as a Naturalist, one aids with an hour to spare, _ I was’ 
wanderine round on Cockatoo Hill, just three miles from the P.0., a very interesting 
area botanically, with a number of rare orchids and many species of our local | 
flora, Unfortunately it appears to be doomed to fo the way of many other oncé 
beautiful :spots near Bendigo, to be buried under the ever spreading sub-division, | 


On this occasion I came across a ‘strange looking plant, that is, ‘strange. to me... 
TI had never seen it before, It was in flower, with small purplish flowers on 

stem terminals, and had pointed grey sreen leaves, in opposite pairs, and 
completely perfoliate. (Joined across the stem.) Quite ata loss, I took’a - 
specimen to a friend, a very good.‘botanist. When he saw it he said, "You Rave 

been a long way to set that". "The best part of thirty miles" he added. 
"Three miles"™:1- ue weasiy NSE He Gemandeds and so we ound pewonics perfoliata: 
in Bendigo : : 


fe ER KK ERR REX A . 
BIRD OBSERVERS _cROUP REPORT 


Thirty . two members of _the Bird Ob servers. Group braved the worst weather yet, for 
the July meeting, and were rewarded with a very bright and Seu evening under 
Harvey Rich's genial chairmanship. 


Many matters of. eeneral interest were dealt with, ineluding es me to hold a 
tree planting day at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm, where the authorities are 
prepared to fence off an area for us, Advice of this will be received later. 

The meeting also supported the idea of responding to the appeal of the East 
Gippsland Coalition in its fight against woodchipping in their forests. A letter. 
of congratulations end good wishes are to be sent to Mr,. “Arthur Ebdon, foundation 
member of B.F.N.C., for, his ‘O0th birthday, The Group is. also continuing its 
efforts in support of the Kingower & District Land Protection Association, 


Members contributed many interesting bird observatioris, and the secretary read 
extracts from:a delightful letter from Barbara Salter of birding activities in 

the Inglewood forests: (Sorry to have read froma private letter without your 
permission, Barbara, but if you had seen ide enthusiasm with which it was received, 
I'm sure you would forgive me!), 

Guest speakers were Rob and Cynthia Vatkins ‘who enthralled us with slides of their 
camping holiday in the Pink Lakes State Park last Spring. These very salty lakes 
are evidently a wonderland for birds, Birdos and camera experts with an eye for 
beauty, such as Rob and Cynthia, who treated us to slides of many of the birds. 

But for some of us, the most memorable will be slides of the lakes themselves, 
especially those taken under a beautiful full moon, No doubt many of our members 
will feel they must’ join the Campout there in the August/September school holidays. 
A further treat this evening was in store for us in the "Bird of the Night" segment 
when some superb: photographs of the Nankeen Kestrel taken by Aub Muir were shown, 
along with Bill Flentje's sound recordings. 

A typical "Birdo" supper of "healthy" wholemeal sandwiches, scones and fruit loaf, 
washed down with those enormous mugs of tea and coffee, sent us home feeling it 
had all been well worth braving the cold and the rain to come. 


EXCURSION NOTICES 


Day Bus Tour to Native Plant Show. 
The Bendigo Native Plant Group is organizing a Day Bus Tour to Melbourne to see 
the Wildflower Show, at Ringwood Cultural Centre, on Sunday 14th of September. 
The bus will leave the Strathdale Community Centre at 8 a.m., returning at 
approximately 6.30 p.m., and the bus fare is between $6.00 and $10.00 per person, 
depending on the numbers. If there is enough people going to warrant the big 
bus, the fare will be $6.00 per person. 


Bring your own lunch and refreshments. 


For those interested, the bus may be visiting several Native Plant Nurseries, 
depending on time available. All would be welcome. 


For all booking contact:- Marilyn Sprague, Dysons Road, Mandurang. Ph. 39 5384. 


Specimen Hill Flora Reserve and 


Date: Sunday September 21. 

feader: Graham Hill. ; 

Meeting place and time: 10.00 a.m. at Special Services, Havlin St. East, Bendiso 
or 10.15 a.m. at the gate to the Specimen Hill Reservoir, Inglewood St. (off 
Specimen Hill Road). For those who can only make the afternoon excursion, 

meet at the Specimen Hill Reservoir gate at 1,30 p.m. 


New Zealand Gully (Full day or half day). 


Activity: The morning will be spent wandering through the small, little known 
Specimen Hill Flora Reserve which is located within 3 kn of the Bendigo P.O. 
Lunch break will be on the top of a hill overlooking Bendigo,by the Reservoir. 
After lunch we will travel a short distance to New Zealand Gully and observe the 
birds, flora and mine relics in this small area of public land. 


Things to bring: Good walking shoes are a must, as the terrain is a little rough. 
Lunch and afternoon tea. 


Da a ae ee 


EXCURSION REPORT 


On 13th July, 36 members and friends went on a bus tour to Harley Street and 
saw how the street twines around among the natural trees. The area has been 
developed without footpaths and has underground power lines. We then went on to 
Sutton Grange Road where the trees have been severely lopped. We also went 
along Bennetts Road which has been sealed and curves among the trees. 

We had afternoon tea in the grounds of the Sutton Grange Primary School which 
4g near Mt. Alexander. We returned to Bendigo along Mandurang South Road. 

The tour was organised by Rob Watkins who fave a commentory as we went along. 
We were accompanied on the bus by engineers Lindsay Clay and Peter Ryall, of 
the Road Construction Authority, Ken Morrison from Conservation, Forests and 
Lands Dept. who is their fire control officer, and Frank Ham who is an urban 
developer and contractor, ao ; i 

These men explained things from their point of view and listened to our comments. 
They said that they learned a.lot from us. 


Win, Demeo,. 


10. 


COMMITTEE REPORT +23 JULY 1986 


1, Following a request from the Bird Observers ‘Greoup,--the- Bird- Observers-: - ~- 
Club of Victoria will be asked if they wish to reprint "Birds of the Bendigo 
District" with an update by local members... 


De Reprinting ‘of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" will be rostnoned until the Natural 
: History Bibliography has been printed. 


3. The State ASRS of New South Wales far: RE tea a ‘copy of "Eucalypte 
of Bendigo". A copy is to be supplied, but only a very small number of 
copies remains to meet requests such as ‘this. 


4. The Conservation, Forests and Lands Department is presently mich the | 
fire protection strategy of the Xamarooka State Park, Tits IRR will be 
further investigated.’ ; 


5, The Bird Observers Club is aii at Notleys in the hipstick Forest from 
24-29th September. Our club members are welcome to join in this excursion, 
and have also been asked to suggést- possible. areas -rach-in birds and flora. 


6, Nominations for Office Bearers and Committee Members are due by the date asi 
of the August General Meeting, one month prior to the Annual Meeting i AN) wopereneten 


‘September. out ot aie, siete ene ee 
Office Bearers » ae vounent holder of position 

President - Laurie Leeson 

Senior Vice President _ Rob. Moors wis 
Junior Vice President Rob. Watkins 
Secretary; «+ .;,.°: Rod Fyffe 

Treasurer... : .Helene Boon 

Minute Secretary . '.  .Glenise Moors 


Committee Members -.4-6 (Alan Spence has indidated that he will: ‘not be. ith 
available for nomination. ) Bee 
The retiring Committee members who are able to accept eernatton arei- 
Win Demeo, Ev. Leamon, Patrick Egan, Peter Ellis. 


HX HK HK 
YDITOR'S NOTE 


Having had a limited amount of material to hand, writing an Editortg~ Page .~-rn--ne 
would have created the need to find a contribution for one more pare,.at short 
notice,. so you have been spared from my meanderings this month. However, I 

will use the space available to explain a little about the background for 

the photo-reduced, fascimile reproduction of the August 1947 F.N.C.B. Excursion 
to Lockwood South.. After the death of Bob Allen's brother, Les a year or so 
ago, Bob lent me a folder containing excursion reports and notes, of which this 
was the oldest. I showed the folder to Graham Hill and. Bill Holsworth at the 
Editorial Committee meeting, and they agreed to’ my suggestion of reproducing, 

by photo-copy reduction, the. oldest. report in the folder, as a sample of the 
club's first newsletter (ttypine mistakes and all).. Readers will: note that 

a number of chanpces: have occurred in the scientific names of some plants: 
between 1947 and now, but should have little difficulty in working out which 
plants were recorded, except perhaps for the “eouple of Corea". We have taken 
this to mean Correa reflexa and C. slabra, as the latter does occur south of. 
Bendigo in the granite country. It is not clear from the notes which hill 

was visited. Perhaps Mr Ebdon or some other older member may be able to 
provide that information? 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 
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JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Watkins Marnie Rd, Kennington 43 4891 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254. — 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, RSD, Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION /SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale nie 39 7308 
ORGANISER 

LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. RSD Sedgwick 39 6254 
ELITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully ‘46 8736 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE Graham Hill (42 4016); Bill Holsworth (43 4063) 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The membership subscription rates are: Single $12.00, 
Family $16.00, Pensioner and Children $7.00. Whirrakee subscription only $12.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at 
7,30 p.m., and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions. is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. Fast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday, Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meetine. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups: - 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Apriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 
Secretary: Nancy Stone, 3 Brodie St., Bendigo 43 7993 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7.30 p.m. at the 
Biology Lab., Applied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E., (unless otherwise announced ). 
Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" basis. As far as mene ricenies 
meetings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the. third Thursday of the month, at 7. 30 - p.m, 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 

President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets. on the last Sunday in the month, 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.,at the Education Department Special Services 
Complex, Havlin St., Bendigo. Group Activities are open to the 8-18- ‘years 
age group, tc: :ther with their younger brothers and sisters, if See cimamieat 
by parents, (!'arents will be needed for help with transportation on.excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane.Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills 48 4396 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White Hills 48 4384 


- DIARY - 


MEETINGS BENDI VIC S550 
Wed.August 13 Speaker: Dr Geoff Be EEE, ‘opie: ‘ational Parks of W.A,. 
Wed.Sept. 10 President's Address. Le 


Wed. Oct. 8 Botany Workshop, organised by Botany GscuBs 
Members to bring specimens. Details in October "Whirrakee", 


EXCURSIONS 


Sun.Aug. 10 Central | Deborah Mine tour, Leader: Rob Watkins. 
See details in July "hirrakee", pild. 


Sun.Aug. 17 = Day walk along Granite Creek and Coliban River. Members of 
Bendigo Alpine Club. have been invited too. 

Leader: SHE Hill ee John Lindner, Details in July Whirrakee, 

p.15, 


Sat.Aug. 23 - Pink Lakes State Park, with acres Field Naturalists Trust. 
Fri.Aug. 29. Based at main camping area at Lake Crosbie, Mammal trapping 15 
. _ to be done by Mammal. Survey Group. Please notify John Linder if 
going, 
Sun.Sept. 14 Bus trip to Melbourne Wildflower Show, with members of esi) a 
* + ‘Native Plant Group. Full details page 9. 


Sun.Sept. 21 Specimen Hill Flora Reserve (morning) and New Zealand Gully af 7 
(afternoon, Leader: Graham Hill, Full details page. wecteara siesta reas 


Sun. Sept. .21 Bird Observers Club (Metbourne), visit to Jack and Jean Ipsen's 
home at "Lyal Glen". Bendigo members welcome. 
Full details July 'Whirrakee", p13. 


Sun.Oct. 5 Walk alone. Sugarloaf Range. Leader:; John Lindner. 
Full details in September "Whirrakee". : 
sun, Oct 120 ~ Salomon Gully Flora: Reserve (morning ) and Jackass Flat Flora 


Reserve (afternoon). With members of Castlemaine and Maryborough 
F.N.C.'s. Further details in October "Whirrakee", 


Weekend Oct. Western Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs Association. ° 
18-19 . Hosted by Maryborough F.N.C. Full details in October Mndrratcee" 


Sun.Oct. 19 Tour of the Whipstick, with Bendiro and Shepparton Native: Plant 
Group members, Start at Eaglehawk Town seu at ge 00 a.m. 
Leader: Ian Tivans (46 7326) 


Sun.Oct, 26 .° Tour of the: Whipstick, with Bendigo and asus {and deGuny 
- =. 99s" Grampians)-Native Plant Group members. 
Start at SoG a | Town Hall: at 10/00 a.m. Leader: Ian Evans 
(46 7326). i a! 


BIRD ~ OBSERVERS GROUP - 
ri.sent. 5 O pm Dept. “of Aue: Epsom, ‘Annual meeting and lection 
of Office. Bearers, Buu Kcr Mr, Bill aes) Bird of the Aight: 
Little SEES BES 


BOTANY GROUP fs & See: 
Thurs, Aur.208 7.30 pm at Jack elvan s home. Speaker:Re¢e Smart. 
Topic: National Parks of. N.S... and HMA EE 


re ad Fe me an ae Nake 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP h od 
Thurs. ug. 21 ie 30 pm at Inn Fensleau's hone Buckland: Ste,  Narite Hints, “ae 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS re te 
Sun. Aue. 24 2pm at Special. Suarigan: Baylin St. East, Bendigo. 
Mr Berry Vardy will lead a frog collecting trip to a local swamp, 
and help with identifying specimens collected. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Wed. Aug.20 8.00 pm at Alan Spence's home, 97 Carpenter St.,Bendigo. 


